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Proteſtant Diflenters. 


E do humbly conceive, that becaule theſe 
I, Oaths were Antiently made upon Occa- 
fon of the Conſpiracies of Papi/ts againft 


the Government, and are now reviv'd upon the [core of the late 
Diſcovery of their Horrid Plot ;, and that ſince they ogly ought 
at auy time to be adminiſtred in Caſe of Juſt Jealouſie or Sulpi- 
tion had of any Perſon or Perſons : We, who arc no Papiſts, but 
by our Faith and Do&trine Repgnent to all Popery; And We, 
who have never ſhown the leaſt D:i/alegiance or Unfaithſulneſs, 
but on the Contrary have been patient and peaceable _— 

A that 
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that Exceſs of Severity, that inſeveral parts of this Nation hath 
been inflifted upon us, ought Not to be brought under the ſame 
Tealonſces with the Papiſts; Ir is ſuſpeting an Integrity, that 
was never Taizted. For with ſubmiſſion, what is it but toſay, 
The Papsfts have plotted againſt the King, Government and 
Proteſtant Religion; therefore the Quakers and ſuch like Difſen- 
ters that have not plotted, ſhall take the Oaths, to try and bind 
them, atif they had plotted? This makes no Diſtintion, where 
really there is a great one. The Oaths were not revived upon 
the Papiſts till the Plot was diſcovered; pray why ſhould you 
effe& us, or queſtion the Integrity of Proteſtant- Diſſenters ? 
Let the known Papiſts be proved and teſted as Papsſtsz but that 
can be no Reaſon why the known Anti-Papiſts or Proteftant-Diſ- 
ſenters ſhould be lo teſted that are Unconcerned in the Occaſion 
of it. 


IT. Weare not yet preferred by the Government to ſuch 
Charge, Truft or Employment, for which ſuch Security is com- 
- monly required, and ſince we ever liv'd a Sober and Peaccable 
Life under the King and Government, being neither Papyſts, 
Potters nor Men in Pozer, we do notlee the Reaſon or Equity, 
asto us, why the Oaths ſhould be made a part of the Tefe. 


III. We conceive, we need not Swear to deny a S#- 
premacy or to pay an Obedience, where our Faith and Religion 
teacheth us both; which are a ſt: ongerT ze upon our Conſciences, 
thanall the Oathsin the World. And of the Truth of this we 
may appeal to your own Knowledge of our Cenverlations. 


I'V. Weapprehend, that the Oaths anſwer not the Reafon 
of their Impoſition, and therefore Uſeleſs; for the Papiſts we 
ſee, take them : and conſequent!y there is no Diſcrimination of 
Papiſts from Proteſtants by them. * © that they ſerve rather to 
Diſtinoviſh, what Prore! ant-Diſſenters are Tender in taking 
theſe Oaths, rhanto d:ſcover who are Papiſt-. But ſince the De- 
claration is of more weight to the Paprſts than the Oaths, be- 
cauſe that denyes their Keligron, whereas the Oaths only _ 
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the Popes Supremacy (which is not owned by the Gallican of 
French Church, that they now moſtly pretend to adhere to) 
it will evidently follow, that all thoſe Proteftant- Diſſenters, who 
can ſubſcribe the Declaration, are not Pap:/ts, nor of the Romi 
Communion. In ſhatt; Becavfe the Paprſts will ſooner take 

the Oaths than ſubſcribe the Declaration; and that the 
cr Quakers and other Diffenters will ſooner ſubſcribe the De- 
claration than take the Oaths: And foraſmuch as the point in Fand 
is to diſcriminate Papyſts, and not ſuch Diſſenters; the adding 
of the Oaths,when the Declaration will moſt Effctually do, may 
* ſerve to enlnare the ſaid Proteſtant- D:ſſenters, but not to dilcs- 
yer the Papits, or ſecure the Government from thew,» which 
ought to be the only end of the Teſt, 

Obje. But it is objected, That ſome Papiſts will not taks the 
Oaths, 4nd therefore they ought to be apart of the Teſt. 

To which we Anfwes, Firſt, That the Concealed Papiſts, or 
thofe who are ſuſpetted to be ſuch, are obſerv'd to ſwallow all, 
both Oaths and Declaratson too, rather than bring themſelves 
under Notice at this time of the Day. And Next, Ir is plain 
Fa, that the Generality of the Known Papiſtsalſo take them. 
So that ſtill theſe Oaths being made a part of the Te/, rather 
ſhews that Papifts will take the Oaths,than that they d:/crmminare 
who are Papiſts: And hereit may be worth your Conſidera- 
oY tion, how much ſecurer you are from thoſe Papss, that do 

take the Oaths, than from thoſe that reſuſe them. But 
admitting it to be a real Diſcrimination reſpeCing a few Pap:ſts, 
yet we intreat you weigh, If the Number of the Proteſtant-Dij- 
ſenters, who may ſcruple taking theſe Oaths, isnot far greater, 
than of thoſe Papifs that may refule to take them: and it {0,you 


will loſe wwch more than you will get by taking the Oaths into 
the Teſt. 


V. Bepleaſcd to conſider, thatif you are not very Careful 
in this matter, by expoſing ſuch Proteſtant- Diſſenters to be re- 
puted Papsfs, becauſe of not taking the Oaths, you may be ſaid, 
ma ſort,to make morePapsfts by one A#,than the Popes and their 
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Emiſſaries have done theſe Six ſcore Tears;-though they abhor 


Popery as much as you your {elves can do. We hope, the Wiſdom 
of the Government will not thus ſuffer a great part of the Indu- 
ftrious people of the Nation to be vex'd & ruin'd for that which 
they are not; andata time too, when it is your Intereſt to lend 
a hand tothe Weakeſt Proteſt ant-Separatiſt you have, agaioft the 
Church of Rome; Thatio the Numbers of that Society may not 
be augmented, by enlarging that Scandalous Charadter to other 
Perſwaſions through the Prejudice, Falſe Policy or Ill Deſigns 


of any. 


VI.. Your making the Oaths a past of the Te#, will be very 
particularly 1njurious te ſuch Diſſexters ; for. you will puniſh 
them by Laws made upon Occaſion of Pop:fh Plots,wrhoare 
& yunconcern'd inthe Guilt of them.Thisis in Shew to char e 
your Canon againſt Papifts,but they will (*tis to be fear*d) be dif- 
charg*d upon Proteſtant- Diſſenters, as hath already been done : 
which is adding another miſery to them,whom you ſhould relieve, 
an] making them loſe by the Diſcovery of the Plor, that would 
have been expos'd as well as your felves, if it had taken EffeR : 
So that thoſe who would have ſuffer'd by the Plot, maſt ſuffer 
as of the Party of the Plotters. Inſhort, this is puniſhing one 
Party for the Fault of another, and extending the Penalty,where 
there is no Tranſgreſſion. 


VII. Let it be confider'd, that ſuch Diſſenters will be of all 


People the moſt Miſcrable : For being expos'd to the Puniſh- 


ment of Papiſts and the Puniſhment of Proteſtant- Diſſenters too, 
they muſt needs be ina worle Condition, than the Papsiſts; for 
they will be at this rate ground between two AMill-ſtones. And 
this will rather deter Pap:ſs from embracing the Communion of 
any Proteſt ant- Diſſenters, then excite them to approach ſo near 
to the Church, as to become Proteſtant in any Senſe : becauſe 
they will be expos'd to miore Suffering, unlels abſolute Church- 
men, then now they are, as Papiſts. For both the Laws made 
againſt Proteſtant-Diſſuenters, and the Laws made againſt Popsſ 
Keenſants have been executed upon Proteſtant- Diſſenters; but 
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the particular Laws made apainſt Proteſt ant- Diſſehteys Fere 
never infflited upon the Papiſhe. 


VIII. But it is Obje&ed by ſome, that we are diſgniz'd Pa- 
pifts, or that Papiſt;are concealed amongſt us. To which we 
ſay, the Declaration will determine that; fince (as was ſaid) 
the Oaths only deny the Pope*s Supremacy, which ſome of them- 
ſelves pretend to diſown : But our Declaration denies both the 
Pope's Supremacy and their Religion tos. Beſides,thole Diſſenters 
that ſcruple the Oaths, do it not upon the {ame Terms with tbe 
Papiſts; for they own no forreign Supremacy, which the Pa- 
aſh do. And to prove evidently, that it is no Trick or Il] deſign 
againſt the Government, they refuſe to Swear in their own Right, 
having frequently loſt their Fuft Debts, and been greatly injur'd 
by orher mens Onjuſt Claims , becauſe of not taking an Oath: 
which is not the PraQtice of Papsſts. 


IX. But there is one Reaſon never tobe anſwered, why we 
can neither be Paprſts, nor Popiſhly affeted, as we muſt needs 
be, if we ſeek to Conceal the Papifs at fo much hazard to our 
ſelves; andit is this, You have been pleaſed in Parliament to 
Complain of the growth of Popery, of the Non-executing of 
Laws made againſt Papiſts, and that ſome of the Miniſters of 
State were Popsſhly affefted, and that things have generally 
been Tranſacted by them in favour of the Papsſts : On the con- 
trary we have been great Sufferers, our Houſes broke open, 
our Goods rifled, and our Eftates ſeized, and Treble values 
taken away from us by Laws made againſt Papsſt:, under their 
Miniſtry. So that either we are no Paprſts, or luch State-Mini- 
ſters and Councils, whom you have reputed Popsſh, muſt not be 
ſuch ; for none can think that they ſhowld Exerciſe ſuch Severi- 
ties upon People of the ſame Inclinations, when they were ſo 
indulgent to Perſons hotoriouſly of that Profeſſion ; but becauſe 
you believe they were ſo, you muſt needs interpret from their 
tcing more ſevere to us than any other People, that they re- 
puted us moſt remote from Popery. What greater Demonſtra- 


tion can we give, that we belicye our'lclyes, andare Sincere in 
this 


[ 


this matter, than the Hazards and Loſſes we are daily expos'd- 
to ? \ 


X. We have always ſhewn a good and ſteady Aﬀettion to 
the Juſt, Civil and Proteſtant Intereſt of this Nation; and a- 
mong other things, it may evidently appear in the late Eleion 
of the preſent Parliament, having generally adhered te, and 
through all Difficulties given our Voices for thoſe Perſons, that 
have been of the beſt Reputation in their Country for Proteſtants and 
Engliſh men. And indeed, there has been no ſuch Diſcovery 
made theſe many years of the laclinations of all Parties : which 
oY being well oblerv'd, it will perhaps appear, that We and 

the Pap:ſts have as little joyn'd in the ſame Choice of Mem- 
bers, as fome High Church-men (our great Profecutors) have 
done, who would notwithſtanding have us accounted Papiſts. 
And we may fusther add, that ſince our giving our Voices in 
the ſaid late EleQion for thoſe Perſons, which are known to be 
hearty for the Proteſtant Religion and Ciwil Intereſt of the Nati- 
on,we have been afreſh ſeverely perſecuted in ſeveral places, and 
that as well by Laws made againft Pap:/?s as Proteſtans Diſſen- 
rers. 


Laſtly, We do here humbly offer a DECLARATION, 
and pray, that it may be receiv'd as a Teſtimonyof our good At- 
fefion to the Proteſtant Cauſe, and as our Aſſurance to live a 
ſober and peaceable Life under the preſent Government. And 
in caſe any among us ſhall be found falſe to our Declaration and 
Engagement, let ſuch be puniſht as Perjured Perſons. 


Theſe are the Reaſons we rendes, why the O«ths ſhould not 
be made part of ' the Teft. 
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A Proteſtstion or Declaration to Diſtinguiſh Protefbant- 
Diſſenters from Popiſh- Recuſants, 


*© FT A.B. doin the Preſence of Almighty God ſolemnly 
*© | profeſs, and in good Conſcience declare, It is my 
© real Fndgment, That the Church of Rome #s not the 
* Church »f Chriſt, ver the Pope or Biſhop of Rome 
* Chriſt's Vicar ; and that his or her Doftrines Of De. 
*© poſing Heretical Princes, and Abſolving their Subjes 
6 of their Obedience , Of Purgatory and Prayers for 
* the Dead , Of Indulgences «»d Worſbipping of Iraa- 
6 pes ;. Of Adering and Praying to the Virgin Mary and 
© other Saints deceaſed; And of Tranſubſtantiation, 

© or changing the Elements of Bread and Wine into the 
« Body 4nd Blood of Chriſt at or after the Conſecration 
&« thereof by any Per ſow whatſoever, are Falſe, Erroneous 
6 and Contrary to the Truth of God declared in the Holy 
& Scriptures : And therefore the Communion of the ſaid 
« Church is Superſtitious and Idolatrous, 

«® And 1 do likewiſe fincerely teftifie and declare,that 1 do 
© from the bottom of my Heart deteft and abhir alt Plots 
« 2nd Conſpiracics, that are or may be contrived againſt 
E the King. Parliament or People of this Realm : And 1 
& do hereby Faithfully Promiſe with God's Help.to live 4 So- 
© ber and PeaceableLife as becometh a good Chriftian aud 
*<P:nteſtant 70 40.454 al this I doAcknowledge,Intend, 
«Declare & Subſcribe without any Equivecation or men - 
© tal R ſervation according to the true Plainneſs  Simplici« 
© ty and uſual foenification of the words. 


Witneſs my Hand. 


